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DIGEST:

Protest against alleged improprieties apparent in RFP
which was filed after closing date for receipt of
proposals must be dismissed as untimely filed.

By letter dated June 18, 1976, and received at our Office
on June 22, 1976, Tabor United Medical Equipment, Unlimited (Tabor),
protested the specifications under request for proposals (RFP)
No. 76-0373, issued by the Social Security Administration (SSA)
for a study project. In its letter to our Office Tabor indicates
that revisions of the specifications were necessary and that a
new RFP should be issued.

Prior to filing its protest with this Office, Tabor had
filed a similar but more detailed protest with SSA by letter
dated June 16, 1976. However, the closing date for receipt of
initial proposals had been June 15, 1976. Apparently the protester
did not submit a proposal.

Section 20.2(a) of our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 CFR 20.2(a)
(1976) provides that protests against alleged improprieties apparent
in a solicitation are required to be filed either with the contract-
ing agency or this Office prior to the closing date for receipt of
initial proposals. Since Tabor's allegations of improprieties in
the RFP were not filed until after the closing date for receipt of
initial proposals, its protest is untimely.

Therefore, the merits of this protest will not be considered.
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